
ONCE A RAINBOW GIRL, ALWAYS A RAINBOW GIRL 

2014 VOLUME 1, ISSUE 3 

 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 

 

A Message from our Supreme Worthy Advisor 
 

Dear Rainbow Alumni: 

 I am delighted to be asked to submit an article for the Alumni Newsletter. I am so 

excited that our Rainbow Alumni Association is growing and moving forward. I firmly 

believe that just like many colleges and universities, alumni associations are an integral 

part of the ultimate success of any institution or organization. 

 I will admit that the Supreme Office  has made mistakes in the past in tracking 

alumni in an accurate database, disseminating information and servicing  its members. We 

are  making  a concerted effort to rectify this situation by hiring a staff member, Angel 

Milam, whose duties specifically include the servicing of our Alumni Association. This 

staff person, combined with an interested and dedicated Supreme Alumni  Committee, 

together with our members will take this association to the next level. 

  I have tracked our membership back to 1990 where we have gone from over 

30,000 members to just over 10,200 in 2012. The good news is that while the decline 

from 1990-2001 was a loss of over half our members (30,000+ to 15,000+) the decline 

from 2002-2012 was approximately 5,000 members with the decline leveling off in 2008. 

We have stemmed the tide and started the turn around.  Our costly investment in the mar-

keting materials and website begun in 2007 is making a difference. 

 Frankly, we need our alumni. We need your talents, your enthusiasm and your 

love of Rainbow. Yes, we do need the revenue stream from a yearly dues structure but 

that stream is a modest investment in the future of an Order that has given so  much to so 

many of us.  Future plans for the Rainbow Alumni Association include an active job 

board, career counseling, mentoring,  outreach and marketing  our Order to future genera-

tions.  As Rainbow Alumni, you are our success stories whether it be  in your homes and 

families, your careers or the impact you make on society. 

 I invite each of you to attend our 45th Biennial "Rainbow Lights The Way"  Su-

preme Session to be held in Baltimore, Maryland July 27-30, 2014. I especially hope to 

see you at our Alumni Mixer being held on Tuesday, July  29th following the Cavalcade 

of Flags.  Registration information and forms are available on our website. 

 I'm proud to be a member of the Rainbow Alumni Association.  I thank each of 

you for being a part of this group. With your help, Rainbow will continue to grow and  

offer the opportunities of lasting friendships, invaluable lessons and useful skill sets 

needed in life to future generations.  Remember, failure is not an option and everything 

else is a detail! 

 

In Rainbow Friendship and Service, 

Mary Adeline Bradford, Supreme Worthy Advisor 
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 The Jurisdiction who signs up the most new members from Janu-

ary 1, 2014 to July 1, 2014 will win 4 tickets to the Alumni Event at Su-

preme Assembly.  A  private donation made this possible and we thank 

them for their generosity and support.  Remember, an Alumni is any 

former Rainbow Girl in good standing, but also any adult supporter 

who has worked with Rainbow. 

 Membership has so many perks, like reconnecting with many of 

our Rainbow Sisters who may have moved to another state and who 

may have daughters that could be interested in joining Rainbow in 

their town now.  It’s also a great opportunity to share talent, skills and 

life experience and stay involved with Rainbow in their community and 

on the Supreme level, too.   

Announcement!! 

 Instead of eating lunch with all the others on Saturday, the Kansas Majority Association 

members serve themselves from the buffet and then meet in a different room.  After we enter the 

dining room we are given the chance to purchase a charity drawing ticket for a door prize. 

  After we eat then the Supreme Deputy gives a short speech about how Rainbow is doing in 

the state (for those who are not active on the local level).  An election is held for the next year’s 

“officers” of the Majority Association. They are in charge of decorations and sending invites for 

those who are not active on the local level.  Normally they are the new Majority sisters. 

  Our majority members range in age from brand new to upper 70’s.  In fact the state of Kansas 

has three families which have three generations of Majority members. Plus numerous families have 

two generations. 

  The door prizes are small knick knacks ($10 - $15).  All money from the door prize tickets 

are placed in the Majority Scholarship fund.  Also before each Grand session the Majority Associa-

tion sells tickets for a chance to sit on a couch during the session.  The winner may choose a friend 

to sit with as well.  

  Another thing the Majority Association does is as the new Majority sisters take the final walk 

around the room, and they pass a Majority sister, she stands welcoming them into the Association.  

Our Past Supreme Deputy’s home state of Texas did this same thing.  She liked it so much, she 

mentioned it to Kansas and we have been doing it since at least 2005. 

 Kansas Supreme Deputy, Anita Allrad adds:  Selling the “Couch Tickets” has been a BIG 

draw for us.  The hotel loans us one of their comfiest couches to use for the duration.  We’ve even 

built it up by offering the “winners” a bottle of water, something to eat, etc.  Each session has a new  

Winner. 

Kansas Majority Association, submitted by Faye Finley 
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INSPIRING ALUMNI  

Kristen Barnes is a majority member of Codiac Assembly #25 in Monc-

ton, New Brunswick, Canada. She was an excellent Rainbow Girl and was a 

leader in her Assembly, despite being legally blind. Since becoming an alumni, 

Kristen graduated from the University of New Brunswick with a Double Major in 

Law in Society & Sociology, and worked in the field of crisis/suicide intervention. 

After moving back home to Moncton, she began working as the Community 

Connections Coordinator for the Multicultural Association of the Greater Monc-

ton Area.  From there transitioned to working as the Family Violence & Sexual 

Assault Outreach Intervener for the Coalition Against Abuse in Relationships Inc.  

She sits as a member of the New Brunswick Human Trafficking Working 

group, and has been part of the Canadian Mental Health Association's Advocacy 

Committee.  

When graduating high school in 2006, she was awarded the Terry Fox 

Humanitarian award, presented to 20 Canadians annually. In September, 2013, 

Kristen was nominated as one of Atlantic Canada's Top 50 Emerging Leaders. 

This designation allowed Kristen to attend this year's Emerging Leaders Summit. 

The Summit focuses on enhancing five leadership competencies: motivation, 

relationships, strategy, structure and outcomes.  

Thank you, Kristen Barnes for inspiring Rainbow Girls across the world! 

 

Kristina Irvan Mores is Past Grand Treasurer of Louisiana, 1989, 

and is a Master of the Grand Cross of Color and has served on the 

GCC team in all positions, usually as Soloist.  She has served as 

Grand Deputy and Grand Representative Advisor and has been on the 

team for our Leadership/Rainbow University retreats.  She currently 

serves on the Junior State Executive Committee, Grand Talent Show 

Director and Grand Music Director.   Kristina is also serving as 

Grand Royal Matron of the Order of Amaranth in Louisiana.  All of 

these things for Rainbow and in her professional life, Kristina is a 

Nationally Certified Counselor and a Licensed Professional Coun-

selor. She is a Master Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor helping 

the blind and visually impaired find and keep jobs.  She leads wor-

ship at the various campuses for Celebrate Recovery and for 

women’s conferences and retreats for Celebration Church in Met-

airie.  She is an inspiring Alumni who also sings the National An-

them for local sporting events.  In her personal life, Kristina is en-

gaged to Wayne Donovan and has a daughter, Grayce.  Thanks Kris-

tina for inspiring us. 
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Lori Olive, 

Alabama 

Rebecca  

Throop, 

Arizona 

 Lori Olive was initiated into Montgomery #1 in Jan 1978 and re-
ceived her majority at Grand Assembly 1985. She was active with North 
West Light then became a Board Member and MA.  Her last station for 
Alabama Grand Assembly was Grand Recorder in 1984.  She served on 
the Rainbow Task Force in 2006.   
 She was Alabama’s first State Mother Advisor for 2006-2007 and 
again 2012-2013. Lori is actively involved in her church, volunteering in 
the Nursery and serving as the Literature Coordinator. She also serves on 
the Sunday School Council. Lori serves on the Executive Officer's Staff for 
Alabama DeMolay and is a member of Cypress Chapter #195 OES. She 
has just recently quit her full time job to go back to being a Substitute 
Teacher for grades K-12. She loves to work with Special needs children! 
 Lori loves to visit other Jurisdictions with her two daughters, Hallie 
and Katelyn. Lori is married to Cameron Olive (Mason, Shriner, Scottish 
Rite, York Rite).  Lori says that most of her longest friendships came from 
Rainbow.  She has stayed connected and reconnected with a lot of girls 
from when she was in Rainbow (through Facebook) and treasures the re-
lationships that she has with the young ladies in her state now. 

 In Lori’s words:  “I love being able to help in any way I can for our 
youth of today! I love what Rainbow has taught me throughout my life. I 
would not be the person I am today without my Rainbow teachings and 
relationships! “ 

Thanks Lori for inspiring us! 

 Rebecca Blank Throop, PGWA, 2001-2002, is Arizona’s inspiring Alumni.  
She was initiated at 12 and reached majority at 20.  She was a member of one of 
the smallest assemblies, in one of the smallest towns, Arizona.  Rebecca served 
Supreme as Acting Supreme Chaplain in 2002, returning as an adult to help direct 
Supreme Assembly marches when Arizona was assigned that responsibility.  She 
continues her service as an adult working with the Supreme Inspector and the 
Grand Assembly of Arizona, bringing a multitude of her talents to the camping ses-
sions and in other assignments when called upon to do so.  
 Rebecca has had several careers, not just as a Rainbow Girl, but also as a 
Patriot giving service to her country, and as a Wife, Mother, and Teacher in her 
community.  Rebecca joined the US Army in December 2002, and served in South 
Korea, where she spent 5 months working as an Analyst. Rebecca graduated from 
the University of Arizona in December 2007 with a BA in History and in May 2012 
she was awarded her M.Ed.  
 In March 2009, Rebecca was deployed to Contingency Operating Base 
Basrah, Iraq, in May of 2009.  She arrived home in Safford in March 2010, to begin 
a teaching, and community service career, as a leader in her church, and active 
participation in Eastern Star. 
 As a mother, she is a model of what you might see on an ideal Mom televi-
sion series, with her children involved in church activities, gymnastics, dancing, 
pageants, and all the community service venues available in Safford, and she still 
finds time for Rainbow, driving 100 miles roundtrip to serve on the Willcox Assembly 
Advisory Board, attend meetings and participate in activities; and she is actively 
involved in Grand Assembly. 
 The best is yet to come, when Rebecca’s daughters, Elizabeth, Adrianna, 
and Eleanor are Initiated into Rainbow, to follow in their Mother’s footsteps of 
“service to home, church, and nation”.  Thank you Rebecca for inspiring us! 



Collette Serio Gole is a Los Angeles Superior Court Commissioner in Pasadena, 

California.  She has been a bench officer for the last 24 years. She handles domestic 
violence, child abuse, and driving under the influence cases.      
 Since January 2004, she also has presided over juvenile trials at the Teen 
Court Program at Taft High School in Woodland Hills.  This is a combined program 
with the Los Angeles Superior Court, Los Angeles School District, Los Angeles Police 
Department and Los Angeles Probation Department.  Actual juvenile trials are heard 
at the High School, where the students ask questions, deliberate and decide the guilt 
and innocence, and determine the punishment of offenders.  As part of the program 
she has worked with the Museum of Tolerance and has been involved as an instructor 
in the SHADES program.  SHADES is a program that targets hate crimes, hate inci-
dents and bullying.  
  Collette has been honored for her commitment to families in the San Gabriel 
Valley for her work in the domestic violence courts.  She was named “Judge of the 
Year” by the Pasadena Bar Association in October 2013.   

Collette is active in our Masonic Family.  She is a Past Worthy Advisor and a 
Past Grand Representative to New Hampshire.  As an adult she served on the Advi-
sory Board of Hollywood Assembly.  She served as Worthy Grand Matron of the 
Grand Chapter of CA Order of the Eastern Star in 2008 and has been a member of 
the Grand Chapter of CA Jurisprudence Committee for many years.  Since 2007 she 
has been actively involved in the Leadership Program for California Eastern Star and 
is currently a facilitator for the leadership training programs. 

Collette is married to Gary, an attorney in Beverly Hills and has two sons, 

Evan and Curtis.  Collette received her Bachelor’s degree from UCLA and a Juris 

Doctorate from San Fernando Valley College of Law.    The tradition continued in 

that her two sons also graduated from UCLA.  They are a sports family and often at-

tend Dodger, Laker, and UCLA games.  Thank you Collette for inspiring us. 

Louise Rogers from the Jurisdiction of Australia (NSW) joined rainbow at 
10 years of age as an extremely shy child. She developed great friendships and 
confidence and eventually progressed to the position of Grand Worthy Advisor 
in 2002. During her term of office Louise actively supported the Leukaemia 
foundation where she was nominated to become an ambassador for the char-
ity. 

Louise used the confidence she has gained to help her complete her studies 
and graduate from the University of Newcastle in 2007 with a Bachelor of 
Education – Early Childhood. Her passion for working with children has led 
her to working in schools in low-socio economic areas where she is able to 
support both children and their families in their learning and development. 
She has used her leadership skills to quickly ascend to the role of Assistant 
Principal. 

In her time as a majority Rainbow girl Louise has continued to mentor 
younger Rainbow girls. She has been a member of the Grand Executive Com-
mittee and has been State Mother Advisor for our Grand Assembly Sessions. 
Louise works hard to balance her work commitments and her life as a wife and 
mother to a three year old daughter and a son expected in May. Her daughter 
already enjoys attending social functions and looks forward to the day she can 
be initiated into Rainbow. 

Thanks Louise for inspiring us. 

Louise 

Rogers 

Australia 

NSW 

Collette Serio 

Gole 

California 



Please join us for the Alumni Get Together  

at Lord Baltimore Hotel on  

Tuesday, July 29, 2014, at 10:00 PM.   

Debbi Cocran-Hock, SD in La (debbi2156@hotmail.com); Chris 
Roby, SD in MD (c.roby@live.com); Gina Kelly, SD in GA 

(genak@frontiernet.net);  

Debora Redmond, SC in Maine (Debred@maine.rr.com) 
 

Supreme Information, Registration, and Schedule 

can be found on the Supreme Website 

(www.gorainbow.org).   

Click on the “Supreme Assembly 2014” 

WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME 

TO OUR NEW JURISDICTIONAL  

ALUMNI REPRESENTATIVES 



If you have an Alumni Association in your State, we would love 
to know about it and feature it. 

Please contact one of our Committee Members! 

Each Month on our Rainbow Website:  gorainbow.org we will 
feature an Outstanding Alumni.  Please contact a Committee 

Member to nominate an Alumni. 

VISION 

To sustain the lifelong  

friendships established through  

membership in the International  

Order of the Rainbow for Girls 


